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To the Church of Chriſt, 
ro which Mr. Foſeph Zacob 
is Paſtor. 


Brethren, 


"FF Awnng received and p8- 
ruſed the Notes of my 
Sermon, Preached at 


| your Publick P Jace, and Cor- 
1 refled them, with ſome little 
Inlargement of ſome T hings , 
| which (to avoid too much pro- 
1 lixaty) 1 then did but touch, 
| T bave upon your Importunity 


- A. 2 yielded 


The Preface. 

yielded to the Publiſhing of it-; 

and bad it nat been to Ke 
you, I ſhould not bave had the 
leaf Inclnations or Motions | 
thereunto: : Wherefore if it | 
may ſerve the Intereſt of Chriil | 
among you, or any others that | 
wiſh well to Lion, it will an- | 
ſwer ihe ſole end, (as I am per- | 
ſwaded,) of you in Printing it, / 
which was bis in Preaching 
it ; 


Who i Is your Unworthy IG | 
vant in. Chriſt Jeſus, 


F* 


EPHES. | 
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EPHES. IV. 10: 


He that deſcended is the fame alſo 
that aſcended up far above all Heas 


Vens, that be might fill all things. 


"HE Apoſtle intifling himſelf 

| a Priſoner of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, (being then at Row in 

bonds) begins this Chapter with a 
weighty and earneſt Exhortation unto 
the Church of Epheſus, which is firſt 1n 
general, That they ſhould walk worthy of 
the vocation wherewith they were called ; 
z. e. to the honour of it ; which he 
preſſeth upon them in particular In- 
ſtances, which concerned each Member 
individually, to take heed to; and the 
whole Body, as a Church of Chriſt 1 
reſpect of Fndividuals in their mutual re- 
lations; he exhorts to theſe becoming 
Chriſtian Vertues, Lowlineſs, Meek- 
nels, Long-ſuffering, Forbearance ; 
then with reſpe& to the whole Body, 
he 
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he exhorts them to keep the Unity of the 
Spirit in the Bona of Peace, ver. 3. (for 
ſuch is the Church Bond or Covenant) 
to unity of Heart, and unanimity in 
boch their Spiritual Church Frame and 
Walk, which they were ſolemnly 
bound unto when they . joined them- 
felves ro Chriſt and one another, to be 
one viiible Pody. And this he doth 
upon a twoleia account. 1. In that 
the ho:y Profeſſion and Practice leads 
them thereunto ; zz. Their holy Voca- 
tion it ſeif which they profeſs to, and 
the Covenant of Peace they have en- 
tred into, and laid hold of. 2. In that the 
Grace of God diſpenſed to them, con- 
ducts and leads them thereunto, vis. 
to this Unity in the Spirit which he ex- 
horts them to ; For (faith he) there is 
one Body, and therefore but one Spirit. 
One Body ſhould not have contrary 
Spirits, And its guided but by one Spt- 
rit, the Grace of God too, and the 
ſame hope of your Calling, not only in 
your Effectual Calling, but in your 
Church Calling, to fellowſhip with 
Chriſt and one another. You all are 
called to look for the fulfilling the ſame 
Promiles, the difpenſation of the fame 


Grace 
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Grace here, and Glory hereafter. The - 


Grace of God hath called you to ſub- 
jection to oze Lord, the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt the Head of his Church ; your 
Faith is bat one, (i.e. of the ſame kind 
and nature, however differing in de- 
grees) ; your Baptiſm (the Seal of your 
federal Union, and of that Faith which 
you profeſs to , being one of the pecu- 
liar diſtinguiſhing Priviledges given to 
you, and not to the World, out of the 
Bond of the Covenaat ) #s bat oze; the 
Name one and the ſame that you are 
Baptized into ; the SubjeQs thereof one 
and the ſame Perſons, ſuch as are in the 
Bond of the Church Covenant ; the 
End the ſame, to ſignifie our Paith pro- 
tefſed in the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt for 
Remiſhon, and to ſeal our profeſſed Co- 
venant Union to Chriſt, wherein a Be- 


| liever hath given up himſelf and his 


Seed unto the Lord. All theſe Unities 
are one, in o2-God, the ove Father of 
every one of you thus bound together, 
who 1s above all the Gifts and Graces 
beſtowed on his Church ; he # through 
all and in you all; he is all in all. But 


the Apoſtle ſaith, tho? there is a unity 
of the Spirit as to original kind and na- | 


A 4 ture 


ture in all the Grace of God beftowed 
on his Churches, yet there is a diffe- 
rence in reſpect of degree and meaſure ; 
ver. 7. Unto every one is given Grace, 
according to the meaſure of the gift of 
Chriſt. About this there ſhould be no 
variance or contention ; becauſe it is 
for the profit and advantage of the 
whole Body, that every part ſhould 
have its peculiar uſefulneſs, and ſome 
be more, and ſome leſs uſeful accord- 
ing to the proportion of Grace and 
Gifts beſtowed on them, x Cor. 12. 4, 7. 
Whereupon he aſcribing to him the 
proportioning the different meaſures of 
Grace to the Members of the ſame Bo- 
dy, hecoucheth this Argument to prove 
it, from- the greater to the leſs. He 
that by commiſſion, and deligation from 
the Father, diſpenſeth all, even con- 
verting Grace for and to his Church, 
proportions alſo the meaſure of all 
Grace ; but this Chriſt doth ergo,8c. and 
he proves his minor from Pal. 68. 18. 
That he diſpenſeth converting Grace in 
order to Church Memberſhip : For the 
Pſalmiſt faith, he gives Gifts to the re- 
bellious that God might dwell among them, 
Whereupon he maketh a double com- 
moration. , 1. Upon 
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x1. Upon the Aſcention of Chrift, on 
which he ſhews his diſpenſation of 
Grace as Head of his Church doth emi- 
nently depend, according to the Pſal- 
mitt. 1, That Chriſt's a/cextioz doth 
neceſſarily infer his deſcention ; For had 
he not been made low, he could not 
have been exalted or have aſcended. 
2. That his Deſcention and Humiliati- 
on mult be to the loweſt degree, unto 
the loweſt parts of. the Earth (not of 
Hell); z. e. even unto Death and the 
Grave : He was humbled unto Death. 
And this brings us to the Text, v. 10. 

2, The other commoration is up- 
on the. Gifts which Chriſt diverſly be- 
ftows on the Church, as to meaſure, in 
the ſtate of his Exaltation .as eminently 
belonging thereto, whether extraordi- 
nary or ordinary, and the great ends 
thereof, which he inſiſts upon to v: 14. 
eſpecially. 

The words of the Text are a part 
of the Apolſtle's firſt commoration , 
being his Comment upon the Pſalmiſt's 
Propheſie of Chriſt's aſcending on high, 
and therefore annex*d in a Parenthelſis. 

And he tells us, that the words of 
the Pſlalmiſt are intended of Cn; 
© | | that 


ture in all ths Grace of God beftowed 
on his Churches, | yet there is a diffe- 
rence inreſpect of. degree and meaſure ; 
wer. 7. Unto every. one is given Grace, 
according to the: meaſure of the gift of 
Chriſt. About; this there ſhould be no. 
variance or. contention-; becauſe it is 
for-'the profit and advantage of the 
whole Body, that every -part ſhould 
have its peculiar uſefulneſs, and ſome 
be more, and ſome leſs uſeful accord- 
ing to the proportion - of Grace and 
Gifts beſtowed onthem, x Cor. 12. 4, 7. 
Whereupon he aſcribing to him the 
proportioning the different meaſures of 
Grace to the Members of the ſame Bo- 
dy, hecoucheth this Argument to prove 
it, from-the greater-to the leſs. He 
that by commiſſon, and deligation from 
the Father, diſpenſeth all, even con- 
verting Grace for and to his Church, 
proportions alſo the meaſure of all 
Grace; but this Chriſt doth ergo,8c. and 
he proves his minor from P/al. 68. 18. 
That he diſpenſeth converting Grace in 
order to Church Memberſhip : For the 
Pſalmiſt ſaith, he gives Gifts to the re- 
bellious that God might dwell among them, 
Whereupon he maketh a double com- 
moration, de 1. Upon 


' x Upon the, Aſcention of Chrift, on 


which: he  ſhews . his diſpenſation of 
Grace as Head of -his Church doth emi- 
nently depend, according to the Pſal- 
miſt. 1, That Chriſt*s a/cer#:0z doth 
neceſſarily infer his deſcention : For had 
he not been made low, he could not 
have: been exalted or have aſcended. 
2.. That his Deſcention and Humiliati- 
on muſt be to the: loweſt degree, unto 
the loweſt parts of. the Earth. (not of 
Hell); 2. e.. even. unto Death and the 
Grave : He was humbled unto Death. 
And this brings us to the Text, v. 10. 

2... The other commoration. is up- 
on the. Gifts which Chrift diverſly be- 
ftows on the Church, as to meaſure, in 
the ſtate of his Exaltation..as eminently 
belonging thereto, -. whether extraordt- 
nary or ordinary, and the great ends 
thereof, which he inſiſts upon to v: 14. 
eſpecially. 

The words of the Text are a part 
of | the Apoſtle's firſt commoration , 
being his Comment upon the Pſalmiſt”s 
Propheſie of Chriſt's aſcending on high, - 
and therefore annex*d in a Parenthelſis. - 

And he tells us, that the words of 
the Pſalmiſt -are. intended of as : 
wy | | that 


that it's his Exaltation is here meant ; 

' and he 1s thus exalted that he ſhould 
ive the Gifts here ſpoken of. 1. That 
e that the Pfalmiſt ſaith aſcendedion 

high, is the ſame that deſcended and 

was humbled, '' 2. He ſhews that as he 
was ſuperlatively humbled, ſo his Ex- 
altation was to be ſuperlative, far above 
all Heavens ; z, e. By a Metonimy, all 
things in the higheſt Heaven ; all crea- 
ted Beings in Dignity and Honour ; 
Eph. 1.20, 21. 1 Pet. 3.22, 3. Here 
is the great end of his deſcention and aſ- 
cextion, {both in our Nature, elſe there 
could have been neither) that he might 
fill all things : The Margeat hath it, 
that he might felfi/ all things ; and fo it 
may be read, and differs not much from 
the other ſenſe given in the Text : For 
he dyed and roſe again, and was ex- 
alted, according to the Scriptures, 'z Cor. 

15. 4. He fulfilled all things ſaid con- 

cerning his Humiliation and Exaltation 

in the Scriptures, But I conceive that 
his filling all things is more agreeing to 
the mind of the Spirit; becauſe he firſt 

Ipeaks moſt diredhly to his Vertues 1n 

his aſcending on high ; and after the 


Text tells us more particularly how _- 
1L2S 


fills his Church 5 For as it was for his 
| Body's fake that he deſcended, that he 
might redeem and purchaſe it ; {0 *rtwas 
for its ſake he aſcended, that he might 
apply the - Benefits thereof in giving 
forth the fulneſs- of his Perſon, Relatr- 
on, and Purchaſe to his Church : For 
indeed here the Spirit of God hath laid 
the heighth, eſpecially of his Exaltaty- 
on, in being made Head of his Body 
the Church, Eph. r. 21,22. Col. n. 18. 
You will be apt to ſay, What means all 
things? Ax. All things ſignific here as 
4 I. 10.' the gathering all things in 
-hriſt into one, and denotes two things. 
I. That all things ſince the Fall are 
empty. Sin hath emptyed the World 
of all Good. In that ſtate it is in us as 
nothing, leſs than nothing and vanity. 
2. That the nothings of the World are 
become ſomething by Chriſt filling of 
them. Hence the Church: being filled 
by Chriſt, and made ſomething by his 
filling it, 1s jaſfar 09:niwm, 1s that only 
which is become of nothing fubſtanti- 
ally ſomething. - 
> The Obſervation then is this: 
DoQ. That as Chriſt came under the 
greateſt Humiliation, by his deſcention in 


onr 
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' our Nature, that he might purchaſe his 
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Sin, what is his great concern in living 


Church ; ſo he aſcended to the higheſt de- 


gree of Exaltation that he "might fill his 


Church , and all things that concern it. 
He- came from Heaven, -and took -on 
him our Nature in the form of a Ser- 
vant. He was humbled to the Death, 
the Death of the Croſs, that he might 
redeem a peculiar People to himſelf. ' He 
was exalted that he might fetch us out 
of the Jaws of Hell and Death ; that 
he might, like David, fetch back cap- 
tivated ones, lead even Captivity it. ſelf 
captive, and give rich gifts of Grace and 
Life to rebelliows ones, that they might 
become fit matter for his Houſe, and 
he might dwell among them. . Chriſt hath 
redeemed his Church, that Work 1s 
over, what is he now doing? He 1s at 
God's right-hand and in our Nature the 
head of it, and filling it ; he hath called 
his redeemed ones to a ſtate of Grace ; 
he 1s fitting them for Glory. The Spirit 
of God faith expreſly, Heb. x. when he 
had by himſelf purged our ſins, he ſat down 
at the right-hand of the Majeſty on high. 
z.e. After he had, as our great High 
Prieſt, offered himſelf up a Sacrifice tor 


and 


(13 27 
and dying ; ; in his deſcending ſo low; 
and aſcending ſo high'? It 1s the re- 
woes 4 pertetting of his Church. 
His ing in filling, 15 refered prin- 
pally here to his Exaltation ; viz. his 
filling with Grace, Gifts, and all the 
means of Grace, for the perfeiting the 
Saints for the Work of the Miniſtry, © 
for the edifying \ the Body of | Chriſt, &c. 
Eph. 4- 12,13. 

Under this Dottrine I thall ſpeak eo 
theſe three Hwads. ME zT4 


1. W has is "TO fulneſs of C brif from 
which the Church is filed ® > +, 

2. How'is the Church filled by Chrif 7 

3. Why this filling is: principally aſeri- 
bed to Chrif aſcended on high ? 


. 'x. Gew. What i is that. falnef of Chrif 
from whence the Church is filled by 
him ? | 

Anf. 1. The: falneſs of Chriit, which 
we are here led to ſpeak. of, is his Me- 
diatorial Fulneſs, whereby - "he is fitted 
to redeem and fave, :in which he is.con- 
ſtituted by his Father. As it. was the 
pleaſure of the Father that - Sinners 


{ſhould be redeemed and ſaved, ſo it _ 


was, 1 
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| neſs for that end. Tt pleaſed the Fa- 
ther, ©, tt ſeerned good to God the 
2ather, ({aith our Tranſlation, not with- 
out 'Reaſon) that in him all fulneſs 
ſhould dwell, as the Head of. bis Body 
the Charch,, as the Context hath it; 
' that all fulneſs ſhould be-1n him for. us 
to-receive of, Joby 1. 16. .ahd there. ts 
that fulneſs of his for a Redeemer and 
Saviour, in-his two Natures; God and 
Man. The Word was made. Fleſb, and 
dwelt amongſt us, aud we beheld his Glory, 
we the Glory of the only begotten Son. of 
God, full of Grace and Truth, Joh. 1. 14. 
The fulneſs.of the Godhead dwelt in 
him bodily. He 1s i, mp4 gra- 
cious God, mighty to fave. This 1a 
Glory as of the only begotten Son of 
Ged. , He hath the fulneſs of the Di- 
vine Nature in him, able to fave to the 
witermoſt, He hath the fulneſs of the 
Humane:Nature.in him, that he might 
be capable of; deſcending into-the lower 
parts of the 'Earth, and aſcending far 
' above the Heavens: He hath/our :Na- 
|| Turein as full, if not fuller perfeQtion 
| than ever the firſt Adam had ; which 
| PerfeCtion Natural and Moral was,per- 
x - manent. 


manent. He was that holy thing CONe 
ceived by the. Holy Ghoſt, and born of 
the Virgin, He ſtood in all Moral Per- 
feQion, under the ftricteſt Demands of 
the Moral Law. He was holy, harm- 
leſs; and in his Nature and Life ſepa- 
rate from Sinners. - 

2. God hath given to him--a Cove- 
nant Fulneſs. In that he-was conſti- 
| tuteda ſecond Adam he ftood as a Pub- 
lick Perſon inftead of all the Ele&, 
and was a covenanting Surety. for them. 
ja. 42. 6. God hath given him for « 
Covenant, tobe the Head Covaniee with 
God, and to be the Great Connitionof 
the Covenant, wherein the:Eternal State 
of -all the Ele&t is: ſecured, whereby the 
fulneſs of PerfeQtion 1s ſecured, and all 
Mereies are become ſure Mercies, and 
all Promiſes yes 4d amez. - Hence he 
hath all falzeff of Impetration in the 
| fate of his Abaſement, and of A4pphi- 
cation in the ſtate of his Exaltation. His 
Soul'was made a. Sacrifice for Sin, and 
the good pleaſure of the Lord profpers in 
his hands. | 
. 3. He 1s conſtituted of God, and 
fully furniſhed for the execution of his 
Meatators Office, 11 being ordained, and _ 

"A appointed 
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appointed of God, to be and to execute 
'in our Nature the Office of a Prophet, 
a Prophet like unto Moſes, Afts 3.'29. 
from Deut. 18. 15. To be a Prieſt after 
the Order of Melchiſedeck, Heb. 7. 21. 
from Pſal. 110. 4. - Never any ſuch 
Prieft as he, in all reſpe&ts; none {o 
made by ax Oath of God unto him ; 
never any offered ſuch -a Lamb with- 
oxt ſpor.* God gave him the fulneſs of 
his Rzzely Office ; ſet his Kzng upon bis 
holy hill of. Zjoz : Such a King as all 
the Anpels ador?d, ſet + him. apo: . the 
Throne 'of. David, and he reign'd - over 
the houſe.of Facob (i.e. the Church)-for 
ever, 'Luke 'x. 32, 33. Such a King-as 
is a Prieft upon the- Throne, a King of 
Peace, and'yet ſucha King as- {hall tri- 
umphantly conquer all his Enemues ; 
either in-a way of Grace, ſubduing re- - 
bellious Hearts ; or in a way of Judg- 
-ment , breaking them as Potters veſſels, 
Pal. 45. with his Rod of tron, Plal: 2. - 

4. He had a marvellous fulneſs*in re- 
ſpect of that Vni#oz which he receiv-_ 
ed without meaſure, John 3. 34. his re 
ceiving the Union of - the Spirit in 
reſpect of the Humane Nature ;: for he 
was anointed with the Ojt of Gladneſ 


_ | above 


above bis fellows, Pal. 45.8. | above all 
the Seed of Abraham his Brethren that he 
' was the firſt born of. This mighty Un- 
Qtion the Apoſtie-tells us, 4#s ro. 38. 
ſtood in two things, he ww anointed 
with the Holy Ghoſt and with Power. 
JWith the Hoely Ghoſt, in beſtowing up- 
on him, in his Humane Nature, all 
excellent Vertues and Qualifications for 
the. due and exatteſt performance of all 
his Offices, and ſuch a fulneſs of Grace 
ſoas to ſupply aſl his Members ; as the 
OJl oz Aaron's Head ran down to the 
Skirts of his Garments. 2. He was ano:nt- 
ed alſo by way of Commiſſion. There 
is Commiſſion -as well. as Qualification 
requiſite to conſtitution in Office Power. 
All Power is given to me in Heaven and 
in Earth : The largeft and fulleſt Com- 
miſſion that was ever given, and the 
firmeſt and moſt laſting ; He was made 
a Kzjng for ever, conſecrated a Prieſt by 
God's Oath for evermore, aiter the © 
Power of an endleſs Life, Heb. 7. 
' 5. Hence he 1s conſtituted Head of 
his Church; and in the Glory of this 
relation he eminently ſhines in his ex- 
alted ſtate : For the Apoſtle faith; he 
1s the Head of the Body the Church, Yhat 
B in 
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in all things he might have the prehemi- 
zence, Col. 1. 18. And this fulnefs is 
ſpecified as a great part of that fulneſs 
which the Father was pleaſed to place 
in him... Now this relation that Chriſt 
ſtands in, is either by an #dsſſoluble 
Union, or by a aiſſolable or difſolvable 
Union. That which is by an undif- 
ſolvable Union is the Myſtical Relation. 
Chriſt is a Myſtical Head , and the 
Bond thereof, can never be broken ; 
for he is federally anited, and he is a vital 
Root to all his Members. TheSaints rooted 
\ 1n him, Co!. 2. 7. He is united not oply to 
the Boay, but to every particalar Member 
immediately by the Spirit ; and laſtly, 
he ever was and will be their repreſen- 
tative Head before God, both in Grace 
_ and Glory. Again, the Relation of 
Chriſt is difſoluble as Head, #7. e. as 
Political Head of a viſible Church ; for 
they ſtand his Body by Profeſſion and 
Covenant ; Chriſt 1s as it were mar« 
ried unto them by a Publick- Covenant : 
Which when fach a I breaks and 
apoſtatizeth from, Chriſt gives them a 
Bill of Divorce, and their Candleſtick is 
removed ; he refuſeth to walk among 
them, and they become a Loammi ; 5. e- 
AOC 
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:.2, Gen. Head. How is the Church 
filled from.this fulneſs of Chriſt? 
Anſ, We are told, John 1. 16. That 
of his fulneſs of Grate we all receive; 
and Grace, for Grace, There is no ful- 
neſs of Grace that we have, but it's 
derived from him ; all fulneſs of- Juſti- 
iying Grace, Adopting: Grace, Sancti- 
ying Grace , | jn our imperfe& flate 
here, or in our perfect hereafter : His 
fulneſs is an overflowing .falneſs ,. in 
reſpe&t of Righteouſneſs; Holinels , 

Strength, rich and abundant Supplies 
of the Means of Grace, and his Spirit 
to make them to profit. But it 1s aid, 
not only that we receive of his fulnels, 
but it's added, 4ayd Grace for Grace. I 
underftand it thus, Grace upon the ac- 
B 2 count 
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count of Grice; for it is & 3416; FAT 
all that we'rective is of his fulnefs, and 
Grace upon the' account' of Grace ; as 
all inherent Grace upon the account of 
Relative Grace ** We receive his Righ- 
teouſneſs ; but Holineſs upon the ac- 
count of his Righteouſnieſs,, Regenera- 
tion-upon the account. of Juſtification, 
the Grace of Adoption' upon the ac- 
count of the Relation of Sons : —_ 
you are Sons, Ged hath ſent forth t 
Spirit of” his Son into your hearts, Gal, 
4. 6, We are filled with this fulocks 
of Chriſt. 


} 


3 PerfGnally a and individually.” 

pe 2. Socially, as In £BOOp. 

E738 Individually; 4s Srrjcular Mem- 
bers eſpecially 'of the Church Myſtical, 
and as ſuch we receive of a marvellous 
fulneſs, weeabio; and upon the ac- 
count of this Grace we receive the 
Grace of viſible Church Fellowſhip. 
This myſtical fulneſs is a fulneſs of = 
Spirit, and gracious Fruits thereof, 

5. 18- be not drunk with Wine, in 
which is downe, viz. fottiſhneſs ; and 
by Wine he means any temporal thing, 
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aor be over-filled with any outward: de- 


lights or fatisfaQtions, Lake 21.':34.:tor 


there's: exceſs. and ſatriſhneis-, in; fuch 
filling, but be filled with-the Spiriz;there's 


no over-filling, no excels no: ſottifhng(s 


therein. The filling with. the Spirit 
carries not Men out of: theig, wits; but 


brings them. into their tight; -minds'and 


underſtandings. : This fulneſs comes 


from Chriſt'the head ; herhath it with; 


out meaſure,, we haye- it,in-2xeaſure, - 4s 
he pleaſeth. _. Unto: every; one of us. 1s 

iven Grate, according, to the meaſure of 
the gift of Chriſt, Eph. 4. 7. - Accord; 
ingly the Apoſtle faith, he. that is jo#n- 
ed to the Lord is one Spirit, 1s made one 
Spirit, or partakes by, union of-the fame 
Spirit that is in Chriſt, in' his meafure, 
but not in_ that high degree-or ugmea- 
ſurableneſs that is in_Chriſt Jeſus ; and 
in this union, and poſſeſſion the. Spirit 
takes of us, -we are very: paſſzve at tirlt. 
When this Arm of the Lord 1s firſt re- 
vealed, gjnd lays hold on the haxdles of 
our locked Hearts to open them as Ly- 
Aids, ' with what obſtinacy and rebel- 
lion do we refift him, when he comes 
to grapple with them? When the Sp1- 
rit. ſiezeth” on it, 'to- take- it captive ? 
| B 3 But 


”s NQ2 } 
But yet'at Hft it overcomes; 'and brings 
about the Vital Union. The firſt Gift 
of Grace to a rebcllious. one is' the Spi- - 
rit in its ſubduing operation, changin 
and renewing the: Heatt : It's impoſh- 
ble any condrtioz ſhould be found in us 
upon which it is given ;' becauſe it finds 
nothing but R#be0i9 in us. Now this 
the Spirit doth before. the Heart can be 
an habicativn of God and the Spirit, or 
any of the gracious fruits and qualifica- 
tions thereof ſpring up there. The Sinner | 
muſt have Spitityal Life and Union to | 
the-Root, before it can have Vital Mo- | 
tions and Aﬀtivity, Hehce the firſt 
vital motion of the Soul and fruit of 
the Spirit, is Faith ; whence the Spirit, 
from this firſt effe&t, is called rhe Sprriz 
of Faith, as from'the Grace of Adop- 
tion it*s called the Spirit' of Adoption, 
Now the Lord Jeſus Chrift fills up this 
Faith of his People with his fulneſs of 
objective Grace, the Spirit /ead;zzg Flith 
into all Truth, and bringing Þh- Chrift 
in all his fulneſs ; ' it glorifies Chriſt, 
recieves of Chriſt, and #s is filled with 
him, John 16. 14. Hence Faith re- 
cieves, and 1s filled with ChriſPs im- 
puted Righteouſneſs to Juſtification [ 
] | | an 


and we- are ſaid to be juſtified 1n os 7 
name of the Lord Jeſus Chrift, by the 
Spirit of our God ; iis God that juſti- 
es, butby the Spirit, in the name of 
Chriſt, filling our Faith with the per- 
fe and full imputed Righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt : So likewiſe there is the filling 
the Soul with other Graces of the Spi- 
rit, and the filling up of thoſe Graces ; 
it gives the Grace of Adoption, and 
fills it up with the gracious Relation 
of Sonſhip ; it works Love, and fills 
it up with the lovelyneſs and excellen- 
cy of Jeſus Chriſt ; *he Love of God 
being ſhed abroad or diffuſed in the heart 
by the Holy Ghoſt, that is given to ms, 
Rom. 5, 5. Chriſt comes and fills thus 
all things in a Believer. Had I time I 
might inſtance in all ſpiritual qualifica- 
tions, which are empty without they 
be filled with Chriſt, and are originally 
from his Righteouſneſs, Fruits of his 
Righteouſneſs; and thus we are blef- 
{ed with all ſpiritual bleſſings in Chrift : 
All comforting fulneſs which the Holy 
Ghoſt, (therefore called a Comforter ,) 
fills the Soul of a Believer at any time 
with, is from the Lord Jeſus Chriſt the 
Conſolation of Tſrael. And how much 
| Bas - doth 


| doth Chriſt fill ? Some-more and-ſome 
leſs; but it's. 1n his Wiſdom, ze. t0 4 
ſufficiency. We are not ſufficient of our 
ſelves ; but our ſufficiency is of God, 
2 Cor. 3.5. and cb, 12. The Apoſtie 
Jaboured under . many difficulties. and 
infirmities, but God told him his Grace 
was ſufficient for him ; and "Chriſt fills 
with a ſufficiency of Grace for to pro- 
fit and benefit others alſo, Rom. 15. 4. 
He filleth toan overflowing abundantly 
toward others, 2 Cor. 9.8, 11. 1 Cor, 
12.7, 6. Out of his belly flows rivers, 
&c. John 7. 38. | n 
2. There 1s filling from the fulneſs 
of Chriſt, which Believers recieve /o- 
cially as a viſible Body, and it is from 
Chriſt conſidered as a Political Head ; 
as the Apoſtle and high Prieſt of our 
Profeſſion, as the great Paſtor and Shep- 
herd over each v/{;b/e Fold, Chriſt hath 
a mighty fulneſs in that reſpe&t. He 
hath a fulneſs of Wiſdom, Art and 
Skill, to build an Houſe, Riches enough 
to provide for it, Treaſure enough to 
furniſh it, Wiſdom and Power enough 
_ to goyern it. I ſhall touch upon a 
double fiiling which a Church, as a 
Body, recieves from Chriſt. 


1. In 


x, Ja icſaet of Conftitution. 
. 2. In reſpe& of Furniture. 


he It hath from Chriſt a full Confli- 
tution. Chriſt is very. faithful - and: 
Skilful therein, and was counted worthy 
of more. glory than Moſes , in .that he 
that builded the. houſe ' hath more hononr. 
than the houſe, Heb. 3.. 3. To which 
Moſes was but a Servant, ver. 5. . but 
Chriſt. as « Son over his own: ys 
Chriſt is the proprietor, and built 
own houſe. 1. With an unparallel'd' 
foundation, upon the DoQrine of the 
Prophets and Apoſtles ; but Chriſt him- 
ſelf lyes as. the corner ſtone, Eph. 2. 20. 
The foundation is not -only ſtrong; a- 
gainſt all aſſaults, that the Gates. of 
Hell. ſhall not prevail againſt it, but 
there's. a fulneſs. of PerfeCtion beak as 
to preciouſtieſls : He is ele& and pre- 
Ccious ; there's no Stone in the World 
that is ſo precious as this : . He is the 
only foundation ; © other foundation of 4 
Charch can no man lay, 1 Cor. 3. 11. 
None can lay-himſelf for a foundation 
but Chriſt alone. Man's Authorit 
Humane Laws, Inventions or Trad; 


tions, can be no foundations to a 
Church 


Churoh of Chrift. 2, The matter that 
© Chriſt builds with, 1s the profeſſea!y 
faithful, wiſibly living ſtones, adjudged 
Members of his Myftical Body : Theſe 
by his Charter he gathers together to 
build his Spititual Fabricks with, in this 
World; ſuch is the Propheſic of the Goſ 
pel Churches. of the Gerti/es, Ta. 54. | 
iz, 1 will (faith the Lord) /ay thy | 
ſtones with fair colours, (making a fair 
laudable Profeffion) thy foundation with 
ſepphires, (ſuch is the DoQrine of the 
Apoſtles) &c. thy borders with pleaſant 
ſtones, and thy children ſhall be all taught 
of God, Iſa. 54. 11. 12,13. 3. He 
Joints them together in the firmeſt band 
to himſelf the Head, and, one to ano- 
ther ; by the unity of the Spirit in the 
federal band of Peace, makes them one 
Body *hd Spirit, Eph. 4. 3, 4, He joints 
them together ſo as they become mem- 
bers one of another ; they are fitly join- 
ed together, wer. 16. yea ſo compated 
that each member ſupplyeth, according to the 
effetF nat working, in the meaſure of every 
one to the increaſe of the Body, and” edt- 
ing zt in love. So that the Body re- 
cteves its fulneſs of conſtitution from 
Jeſus Chriſt. | 

2. As 
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2, As tothe. furniture Of this Pali- 

tical Body, ifs recieved from the ful: 
neſs of Chriſt, it's tharvellous rich. 
When Chriſt builds a Houſe, it's for 
himſelf to dwell in; 1 will dwell 24 
#thim. And how glariouſly is lie de- 
come to naked Walls ? No; 'Be will 
furaiſh it well, and better than his Ser- 
vant Moſes did his Houſe 5 he provides 
to furniſh ic- with all fifficient Power 
under him, With all means of ' Grace, 
Ordinances, Offices and Conſtititions; 
all things that may conduce to its edi- 
fication, by addition of ſuch as ſpall bt 
ſaved, and bailding up of ſuch t6 4 ful 
eſs of” ature. He doth not ohly make 
thein golden Candleſticks , but lets up 
the Lights of Truth in them.” x. He 
hath given them all Scripture by T1-- 
JPpir ation , profitable for Doi#rint, Cc 
2 Tims, 3. 16, This 15 a great and rich 
treaſure, John 17. 8. IT have given to 
them the woriis which thow gaveſt me. 
2, He hath given to his Churches D#/- 
penſers of the Word ; he hath given 
them extraordinary and ogrdinary\ Mini- 
fters for that end ; He gave ſore Apo- 
fthes, ſome Prophets, &c. But you = 
Rn. x ay 
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fay, theſe were, only given to the firſt 
planted Churches, as. their perſonal 
_ Miniſterial Offices in an extraordinary 
way was;butT ſay their Miniſtry in therr 
Dotripe \ is 'given down to all the 
Churches ſucceſſively ; that DoQrine 
which: the Churches had in their days, 
Is given to! the Churches now, and in 
the hand of the Spiritzand the Churches 
are. built upon. it as the Do&arine of 
Chrift, 'Eph.2. 6. | Again Chriſt is fur- 
niſh'd with a fulnefs of Office Gift.When 
he is pleaſed; no longer to continue to 
qualifie and commiſfionate extraordi- 
nary; he continues to give Gifts in a 
_ ordinary way and commiſſion, to /a- 
boar-in' the: Word and Dodrine of his 
Apoſtles, .and to rule, and; ſuch as may 
govern his Churches ;. all which are 
Presbyters, the Paſtor Teachers, and 
* Ruling Elders which ' concur with the 
other and help in Government, Chriſt 
hath given other Officers alſo which 
are not to. rule and govern, but to re- 
gard the external concerns of the Church 
in ſupport of Ordinances, which Pros 
teſſors now a-days- are too. apt to ne- 
glect, from too: much of -the ſpirit of 
the World that prevails upon them : 
; Where- 


Wherefore Chriſt 'provided got '- onl 

for | the Being, but alſo- for - the wall- 
being of his Churches, having: never in- 
| tended that viſible Churches ſhould have 
their ſtanding and abode in the World 
without Charge. Chriſt alſo hath given 
to each Church, power to call and or- 
dain their own Officers, and to' none 
elſe; neither to the Pope, Biſhops, or 
Presbyters of other Churches'; :and hath 
inſtituted, that a Churches calling their 


aL 


Lf3 


Officer, their ſolemn and 'publick Ele- 


Qion of them, with Faſting and Prayer, 
is their Ordination, and there 15s no need 
of Laying on of hands, take ſome Rea- 
{ons of what I ſay briefly. x. There is 
no Inſtance in the Word of God, that 
Impoſition of Hands was uſed in the 
Primitive Times, for Ordination. of or- 
dinary Elders, that in A&#s 14. 23. was 
only lifting up of Hands by way of Suf- 
frage' in Elefion. - 2. When laying on 
of Hands was-uſed, \it was by extraofdi- 
narily Inſpired' Perſons, and fot by all 
of them neither, for P4#/ip” had not the 
Power of laying on of hands. 3. Impo- 
ſition of Hands was for extraordinary 
Occaſions and Ends, and the Spirit com- 
manding it, and accompanied it, - in be- 
ſtowing 
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ſowing extraordinary Gifts. 4. The 


thing ſignified , and accompanying it; 
cealieg after the, Apoſtle's day, jt wad 
but an empty Sign, and therefore the 
Uſe of that Rite falls of courſe, as the 
Uſe of the Brazen Serpent did, tho' ſome 
went a whoring after it as toa Holy Re- 
lick, till Hezekza/'s days, who therefore 
brake it in pieces.5.Laying on ofHands,is 
no where called Ordination in Scripture, 
neither is there any thing to prove it ſo, 


6. If there be any ſuch Or dination, then | 


the Brethren, where there's no Elders in 
the Church, ought to do it ; for the 
Elders of another Church .have no right 
todo it, as they have no power no not 
to Vote there.' 7. Chriſt doth not fill his 
Church with things Uſeleſs and Imper- 
tinent, for that which conveys neither 
Gifts to qualifie for Office, nor Power 
to exerciſe an Office, is uſeleſs and ime 
pertinent in Ordination. . It qualifies 
not with any extraordinary Gifts all 
muſt grant, not with ordinary Expe- 
rience enough witneſſeth; Why are 
there ſo many Hundreds that are thus 
ordained, yet unqualified, or no more 
qualified than before ? It gives not power 
to exerciſe an Office in a Church, if it 
doth, 


doth, why have not they power who 
are ordained, to exercile their 
where they pleaſe ? Beſides, thoſe that 
have no power in a Church themſelves, 
can give no power to another in that 
Church ; but the Elders of other Con- 
gregations, have no power in a Church 
not theirs,not ſo much as to give a Vote, 
how much leſs to ſet an Officer over 
chem ? | 

8. If Impoſition of Hands be grounded 
on Scripture,then Deacons of the Church 
ought to be thus ordained, for the Apo- 
{tles(AZFs 6.) laid their Hands on them ; 
but they that will have this ſo Sacred a 
Rite,take it to be too high for meer Lay- 
men, as they call them to have. 

9. Many learned and able Men, that 
would not be againſt this Ceremony all 
together, have yielded that it's a thing 
indifferent, not eſſential to Ordination, 
but that if Hands be laid on a Man, he 
15 never the more ordained for it, and if 
not laid on, he is never the leſs ordained, 
it may be uſed, and may not. If ſo, I 
ſay two things, x1. Why do Men ſay, 
ſuch are no Miniſtersnot ordained, which 
by their own Canfefliion have all the 
Eflentials of Ordination, It them prove 

then 


then Tmpoſition effential, - or. hold their 
peace, when others do'not uſe that which 
they yield to be an indifferent Rite. 
2, If Chriſt be a- Political Head, and 
Lord of a Church, Tcannot believe that 
it becomes His Majeſty in His aſcended 
State to fill his Houſe with Lumber, 
ſuch Solemn Ordinances as we may (at 
pleaſure) take and uſe, or throw out of 
Doors. | | 

10. There is as much reaſon, or more, 
| for continuing other Primitive Ceremo- 
i nies that accompanied the beſtowing the 
Þ extraordinary Gifts of thoſe Times, as 
for continuing Impoſition of Hands, viz. 
Waſhing the Feet, and Anointing, and 
if any deſire a proof of it they may have 
It, | ny 

It. The uſing this groundleſs Ce- 
remony, hath been much occaſion of 
Litigation- and Contention, laying a 
Stumbling-block before the Ignorant 
People,filling of Men with a Conceit of a 
Miaiſterial Power given them this way, 
which Chriſt never did {o beſtow ; and 
| divers other il] Conſequences which will 
| be too long to name now. . But to haſten 
| 


and return to Chriſt's falling hisChurches 


and furniſhing, of them. .._ | | 
As 


| cation, means of Grace,: gracious Gifts 


As Chriſt hath furniſhed his 
with Officers, ſo with Gifts for 


and Gifts for working - or increaſing 
Grace. The Apoſtle infifts largely up- 
on it, x Cor. 12. Rom. 129. _. _ 
3. Chriſt hath given Seals of the 
Covenant to the Church, and to none 
elſe. ' If Baptiſm and the- Lord's Sup- 
per be Seals of the Covenant, and two 
of thoſe high Priviledges that he hath 
bleſſed his Churches with, then they 
belong to the Churches only, and not 
to the World ; for God never gave 
Seals 'of the Covenant to viſible non- 
church Members. - Chriſt fills the 
Church, and not the World, with 
theſe ſacred things: | L 
4-8 prves Keys to the Church, 
Chriſt hath not built a Houſe -to Iye 
open to the Street, for all perſons to go 
in and out at pleaſure; Churches 
ſhould not be thorow-fairs. Neither 
hath he commitred the ſole diſpoſal of 
the Keys to any Diotrephes, neither 
left the people to ſtamble for them to 
ſerve the diſorderly and ungovernable 
ſpirits of too many Church-Members: 

hat harmony p#gionas between co 
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fr Brlial;.2 Cor. 6. 15. "5.6. What 
I confonancy can there be between Chrift 
i the poverning head, and a people that 
Wil not be governed ? For Belialſig- 
nifies "a perfon' without Yoke or Go- 
vernment ; one that will not obey them 
that have the rule over him by Chriſt's 
Conſtitution and the Churches, nor 
ſubmit to the Rules of Order which 
Chriſt hath commanded, 
" $. All the Ordinances of Chriſt are 
rey He edification of the Church ; 
they all come out of the 'Treafury of 
his Fulneſs, Praying, Preaching, the 
Seals, ſinging” of Pfalms, and to be 
conſtantly attetided upon by ' a Church 
of Chriſt ; becauſe as they: proceed 
from Chriſt's fulneſs, ſo they are of a 
filling riarure.in reſpe& of Grace, there- 
fore called the means of Grace : They 
are as the golden Pipes that conveyed 


He fiirniſheth the Houſe with his 


the higheſt Furniture : This is of the 
mot filling natare, it fills all other ho- 
t; things, and it fills the Hearts of all 
in th# Fouſe : This makes the Church 
_ | all 


all Wan within. 'Wheb Mor had 

ed. the Tabernacle, -andfet iti Kr 
with all its Furniture according, tot 
Pattern, it-is: ſaid; a. Cloud (covered ith 
Tent, and' the Glorj of the Lord. = 
the Taberggile, Exod. 40..34, 


3 Gen. Why it aſcribed to the Ex: 
altation of Chriſt, eſpecially that he fill 
all things? © 

Anſ. Rez.'t: Becauſe the Exaltatior 
of: Chriſt: is the indiſþeafable .comples 
ment of his Redemption. - The Re- 
demption of Chriſt is not compleated 
without his aſcending'on high ; and he 
cannot ſo aQtually till his Church,- as 
Redeemer, till he ſtands. in the Pulnefs 
and Glory of all his Redemption, He 
was delivered up to Priſon: and 5 
ment, becauſe:of our Sins ; but :- 
again, and taken from Priſon and Judg> 
ment, becauſe of our Jaſtification, RY 
4-25. The Church could never have 
been juſtified without Chriſts Exaltation; | 
and therefore could never: have arrived 
at::the. fulnefs of any Grace , 1n-our 
{tate here..or hereafter, -' It :8-true he 
_ was made. perfe#f through Safferings 3 


7. 6 ſo far as he was to be pertected by 
Th GA Suf- 


Suffering ; but Perfe&tion' through Suf-. 
| fering was not ſufficient to make him 
the Author of Eternal Salvation to all 
thoſe that he ſuffered for ; he muſt alſo 
triumph at God*s right hand, that the 
good pleaſure of the Lord might proſper 
in his hand, He was a Prieſt by Sacri- 
fice, he muſt be alſo by Interceſſion ; 
He was a conquering King by Death, 
but he muſt alſo fit down on the 
'Throne, that he might reign: in an end- 
leſs Life ; ' and therefore deſcribes him- 
_ KIf thus to the Church, -1' ans he that 
tiveth and was dead, and behold I live 


for evermore, Rev. 1, A .' 
-;, 2, Thefilling all things, here ſpoken 
of, lyes upon the Diſpenſation of the 
Spirit unto the Goſpel Churches in an 
eminent and peculiar manner, beyond 
all Efufions that was before, which he 
calls the baptizing with the Holy Ghoſt 
and with Fire; the Promiſe of the Fa- 
ther, which' Chriſt was not to recieve 
as the filling and diſpenſing Head of 
the'Church, till his advancement unto 
God”s right hand 1n our Nature : Hence 
- he tells the Church, 4#s 1.14. that this 
they muſt wait for ; -and accordingly 
at Pentecoſt it was performed, when 
b- = Chriſt 


(37. 

Chriſt receiving this Promiſe filled his 
Church : A#s 2. 33. Therefore being 
by the right hand of God” exalted, and 
having received of the Father the 'pro- 
 wuiſe of the Holy Ghoſt hath ſhed ferth 
this, that you ſee «nd hear. Now this 
great _ diſpenſation was not. only 
1n regard of extraordinary Gifts, whi 

were to continue but for a- while, for 
the firft..preaching: of the-Goſpel arid 
plantation of the firſt Churches, but 
in regard. of - the ordinary 'and. laſting 
power and: operation of ' the Spirit in 
effeCtual Grace to. Converiion.and  Edi- 
fication 5 for. immediately ſo miaby 
thouſands were converted at that" one 
Sermon : ofthe Apoſtle, abundantly 
more than: were by all Chrift's Mims 
ftry when upon Earth::- And Chriſd 
tells his Diſciples, that . the- Holy Ghoſt 
could not be: given in-the: Goſpel 'ful- 
neſs till "his : Aſcenſion 5 Fob 16: 7/ 
Why ? Becaufe' he could: not come tg 
fill them with -Goſpel - fulne[s:of 'Confo- 
lation , "that: their jay might be full; 
For their! Faith null be eſtabliſhed in 
this as.a fundamental Paint; and ground 
bf: Conſolation, that Chriſt: was raifed 
- from the Dead; and exalted to God's 

en 26s C 3 right 
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right hand ,.:t9"be 4 ' Prince aud « $4 


var, not but that he was ſo before) 
naw 'n a more:erument manner to. give 
Repentance.and Remiſſian,; and there- 


fore: we find, that the Apoſtles ill in. 


their Miniſtry-gave witneſs of the Re- 
ſaree&ion and Aﬀcenſion of our. Lord, 
Ai 4. 33. For. the unbelieving Jews 
keew Chriſt was crucified ;- but it was 
the; Doctripe;of Chriſt's: ReſurreQion 
3nd Aſcenſion that converted :fo many, 
Now they weredilled by: Chrift aſcend: 


ed on high;;: not only to :;cohverſion 4n 


his :feadingr Captizrity captive ,_and- giv+ 


ing:&/ts 70 the-rebellions, (kar fuch they 


Vigre: wha created the Lord of Glory.) 
but: alſo unto-Ged's dwelling among 
thado'; for they were added to. the vitis 
ble:Church; confirmed ; in; that. ftate to 
$:gooſtant ! waiting and.'atteading . an 
Grace ; : Ads 2. 41, 42. .\TheiSpirit ata 
(as of Glory) relted on them-to fireng- 
thee: them-im the | day of: perſecution; 
antkcattering.ky vt, and: to: reſiſt even 
ta Blood as: S/even did, ;: Alſo; we foe 
how. remained afterward in: their-res 
gathering idta:{many + Churches; and 


_ following, 
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the glorious effects of *Chriſt*s Aſccnr 
fjon, and his. receiving then the; 'Pxg7 
miſe of the: Father-; which: was, that þ. 
upon the offering up himſelf a Sacrifice, 
he ſhould ſee his Seed, and tbe good plea: 


ſure of the Lord |ſbould: proſper 3». bis 


bayds. C3. | 8 I 

7, Becauſe-to the Aſcenſion of Cheifi 
did efpecially. belong the Jexecnteopnat 
his Humiliafion was: a:\day; of-empeyr 
ing - himfelF, is repantk efnais: Wregang 
Glory, 'thatche nga war 
Mediatorial Fulpeſs,: hayt: a Rerfection 
Juſtice; i at of. proeuremens: 'of Gofls 
forhis Sced gots was @ fuinels by Im . 
petwation: 2: Buis::his Gllipg-bis Chyjeh 


18::6bo giving; forth of} this fulncls: 10 


a: liberal: and: bountiful applications, 
Choift*s.Hymiliatior:,, was: 115: day. of 
getting :an Hittite for hiv Ghurch;: his 
Exalation is the. day of-ilaying &rth, 
and beſtowiing;it-:uponals :iand ith 3japt 
reſpe&'it. is: thi day of ithe gladdels-0f 
his Hecart;i for: whereavar: his Abaler 
ment- he: kad ivherewith; th offer, .1Þ 
co Ca: the. 


"the Purchaſe, he hath enough to give 
to the filling of thoſe which he hath 
purchaſed with his Blood. | 
*  4- Becauſe now it was that the Go- 
vernment was aCtually on his Shoulders 
in our- Nature, I/a. 9. 6, and fo ast 
ſhould go on to an endleſs increaſe. on 
the Throne of David, he received a 
Commiſſion before,- but opens his Com- 
Miffor at Gods right hand, Rev. 5. 
and takes to. his\Royal Dignity in go- 
verning the Church and World : He 
is' now become the head of all Rule : 
He'is far-above Angels (though once a 
tittle lower than they, in our Nature 
infirm and ſuffering) but now far above 
them, the Heavens, and all Principa- 
lities and Power ; The Son in'our Nas 
ture was never" thus advanced. before, 
And now the Government being come 
ifito his hands, he hath-a ſpecial re- 
gard of filling and inriching his Church 
as the great concern of. his Exaltation, 
r. -Becauſe-:his Church is the ſpecial 
objeQt of: his Love, *he-loved it ſo as to 
dye for it, and if fo, then to live for 
it; if to! ſhed his: Blood: for it, then 
ſure fo as that by his Life he might fill 
it. ' 2, The great Pleaſure: of the _ 
4.48 : | Tacr 
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ther is anſwered in it ; which was not: 
only that he ſhould dye for -his- Church, 
but that he ſhould fill it. 3. To ſhew 
the faithfulneſs and” conſtancy 'of his 
Love, that whom he loveth, he loveth 
anta the end : And Chriſt now in his 
exalted ſtate, ſtands in the higheſt ca-. 
pacity-to do it, in that he hath not 
only purchaſed an Eſtate for his Church, 
but will give Poſſeſſion ; alſo he hath 
not: only given them right to a gogd 
Eſtate by his laft Will and: Teſtament," 
ſealed by his Blood, but doth alſo under-. 
take to execute his own Willin his Life. 
4. That his' Church may haye.a Throne. 
of — _ Grace to- haye continual 
refort to ; for from thence he ſupplies: 
them: 1n all their need, Heb. 4. 14, 15, 16. 
5. Becauſe che ſtands in the ſame Rela- 
tion to the'Church in his Exaltation as: 
mn his Humiliation, and therefore will 
fill it- up as:he- did that'; and this he 
doth in filling'of it out of the rich 
Treaſury of-ihis Fulneſs, Heb; 2. 18. - 
being able -'tq - fuccour them in theis 
greateſt neceſſities. He hath a natural 
Relation to them, Heb. 2. 34, and a 
ixderal Relatipn to them, ibid, He is 
;*6 "5 wh 7  felated: 


related as a Repreſentative of them up-: 


on all accounts unto God. | 
APPLICATION. | 


Uſe. r.' This ſerves in the firſt place 
for Convidion,: to convince a Natural 
Man of- his 11] ſtate and: empty condi- 
tion. Fake, _ are whe Yan, 
are-empty of all ſpiritual good things : 

"hey Go be fled with All ner of 
Sin and Wiokedneſs, Rom.'3.9.—19. 
but are not; filled by Chriſt 3: they are 
aliens from: the Common-wealth--:of 
Hjrael, (i.e, aviſible: Church ſtate}, and 
why ' they -are- without Chrift ; and 
therefore -withour ithe- Promiſe j | with4 
out God. and:without Hope,: Eph. :2;:w2.; 
All things: that:Chriſb flls:;thot 'aretnop 
thing, arid: worſe "than nothing. .' The 
World, -1o-fir as it .is-/without Chriſt; 
is an empty thing, 'a mereinething.: !i' 

2. It may teach us'that' many pro- 


 feſfing Believers are in-this'reſpet but 


in an 11} condition, in that they are. not 
Church-Members. You fy you :bes 
lieve-on the Eord Jeſys: Thrift ':'-Is/I6 
ot the head af: the Body,” ' and! are you 
not of' the Body ? Yes, you ſay you 

are 
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are of the Myſtical Body : Who knows 
that ? But can any be of the Myſtical 
Body of Chriſt, and not deſire to be 
of « Political Body of: Chriſt ? Dg 
you believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and not defire. to be partaker of his 
fulneſs? Which thou canſt not do our 
of: Church-felowſhip. You hve with- 
Qut a great part of the fulneſs of Chrift, 
upon an Heath, 'ina Defart and Wit: 
derneſs. They..that profes to - have 
Faith , and can- live out 'of.» Church? 
fellowſhip any time, having opportu- 
atty to joyn theeielves to their Edifi- 
cation, chly Faith' is much: to-be ques 
ftioned ;'- becauſe: all 'Chrift is! precious 
to hmm who hath qace;taſted thar' the 
Lord is graciaus.: Ft's not a'fittle dan- 
ger for a Sheep-to be out. of the Fold; 
and ; it's 2 great ground af: fſpicion, 
that that's. no: Sheop hat Cre ra- 
ther. to. herd with the Goats.) 
3. It ſhew$the Vanity oF fock 26 
pietend themſelves Churches of Chriſt, 


_ amd; are mov/of his Building : That 


have not 'Chraft: for their. Faundationy 
nor; Saints by! Calling and 'Frofeſſion: 
for:their Matter; nor a bleinn-Bond'ef 


mo” for their Form ; .buriare buile- 
on 
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on Humane-Authorities, and are guided 
by. ſuch Inſtitutions. -Doth Chriſt fill 
the Houſes of Strangers to the Com- 
= of  1/rael, doth he furaiſh 
uch Houſes ? Doth he dwell in them, 
or walk in them, doth- his Glory -6ill 
fuch Tabernacles? What ule. is a 
Church of if it be not Chriſt's, and 
be fills it not ? If there be never ſo 
great a Company in it, it's an empty 
Church. [Hence as Chriſt's Houie 1s 
of another Building from Man's, ſo if 
it-be of. Chriſt's Building, and in ſome 
meaſure nigh the Pattern, it's very in- 
jurious to. Chrift,” and /prejudicial to his 
Glory, to furniſh it- otherwiſe than 
with his Furniture, to. diſpenſe with 
his Government; and to introduce For- 
reign Laws or Inſtitutions : And while 
Churches do: ſo, they do-but hang b' 
the Feet-un :Paths of the Wilderneſs, 
and are often -benighted:;by Antichri- 
ftian Darkneſs. fi. 22a . 
4+ This diſtovers, alſo'the: fad condi- 
tion of ſuch'as:are, or have-been, ttue 

hurches,. and. are falleg' from their 
rſt Purity and Spirituality, . to a Car- 
hal, : Formal; Worldly Frame of Spirit. 
Suck Churches : Chrift ſharply . repre- 


hends, 


hends, Rev. 2: & 3. and threatens to 
leave them, andtto Unchurch them. 
And it's great. ground to think ſo of 
any Church, when the pieces of Tim- 
ber and Stones. of which -1it is built, 
{catter up and down from. the Mini- 
ftry and Ordinances thereof, and re- 
gard not to keep up the Honour of 
Chriſt there, nor that Covenant - that 
bound them thereunto. Will Chriſt 
dwell in fuch crank-fided Houſes ? Again 
when they are weary of the Proviſion 
Chriſt hath made for them, and are 
ſtill turning aſide to the flocks of their 
Companions ? Moreover, : when . a 
Church becomes ungovernable , and 
wall not obey ſuch as. have the .Rule 
over them, Chriſt will not be there 
long ; for he will have Order and Go- 
vernment in his Houſe ; there 1s no 
Agreement between Chriſt and Belal. 
Likewiſe, when Churches grow cor- 
rupt, by reaſon of an ill management 
of the Keys, Chriit cannot endure a 
foul Houſe. Laſtly, when a Church 
falls to Strifes and Contentions, a 
Houſe divided againſt it ſelf cannot 
ſtand. When: the Unity of. the Spiric 
is departed. by breaking the .. Band. of 
; | | Peace, 


Peace, the Staff of : has and Staff 


of Bonds are brokets and . Chriſt will 
leave the Houſe to fall. It's no new 
thing for Churches to decay, and come 
to nothing ; at leaſt not to be Chriſt's 
by their Apoſtacy from their Profeffi- 
on. Viſible Churches are ſuch as ſtand 
boundto the Political Headſhip of Chriſt 
by. a profeſſed Bond, which * Churetics 
have broken, and may ſhamefully 
break, and Chriſt will caft .them - off: 
It behoves Churches to beftir them- 
telves when they ſee the Glory ſtand: 
ing over the 'Threſhold, as it ſeems' to 
be with many now a-days.., Time was 
when. Chrift. Id the Houſe, but now 
is emprying it, and wath- drawing 
trom It. | 


V/ſe 2, TI ſhall conclude: with a word 
of Advice 7o this Church ; and let me 
{peak. to you as you are a Body, and 
to each Member thereof as particutar- 
ly concerned ;' and let me. ſpeak as the 


Apoſtle doth in this Chapter, Walk - 


worthy (that 1s,. to the Honour) of your 
Vocation wherewith you are called, As 
you are called. in the inward and effe- 


cual Calling, or in your Charch Callzag, 
as 


7! 


as called to'be Members of a viſible 
Chutch, your Calling, in both ſenſes, 
requires your walking to the Honour 
thereof 5; which -is to the Honour of 
Chriſt who hath' called you. Conſider 
that your Calling is high, Phil. 3. 14. 
EffeCtual Calling is high ; it is from 
Darkneſs to Light, from Death to 
Life, from the Kingdom - of Satan to 
the Kingdom of Chrift ; it s to high 
Preferment, to ſit together with Chrift 
in Heavenly places. Your Church Call- 
ing is high, it is to fellowſhip in the 
Goſpel, Phil. x.'5. to fellowſhip with the 
Son of God; 1 Cor. 1. 9. Faithful 3s 
he that hath called you to the fellowſhip 
of his Son Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. What 
that the great God ihould be real in 
this Call; yea, faithful to you, tocall 
you to have fellowſhip with his only 
begotten Son, the Heir of all things, 
ro have fellowſhip with 'our Saviour, 
and Redeemer; and Lord. It he had 
faid, he hath calPd us to be Servants un- 
to him, and to wait upon him,” it had 
been high ; bur it !is comprehended in 
the Expreſſion; for our Service to Chriſt 
1s freedom, and waiting upon 'him 1s, 
Mn a way of holy * Ordinances, —_ 
in up 
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ſhip with. him. Nay, your: fellowſhip 
is high ; far it is with- the Father alſo, 
1 Joby 1, 3. yea, it's the fellowſhip of 
the Spirit alſo, Phil. 2. x. Sure- you 
{ſhould highly prize your Calling, and 
preſs forward towards the Mark, the 
Price of this high Call, the hope that is 
laid up for you in Heawen, But you 
will be apt to ſay, our Effettual Calling 
into the Grace of God is high, but when 
were we called to. Church Member- 
ſhip ? If we did think God had called 
us to this, we ſhould prize it., R. If 
God hath cffeCtually- called you. 1nto 
his Grace, he hath alſo called you to 
Church fellowſbip at the ſame inftant ; 
he hath not only called you to be tus, 
but to be profeſſedly his. You will ſay, 
you are called to have fellowſhip-with 
God the Father, and God the Son, and 


God the Spirit ; if ſo, the Apoſtle John 


faith, you muſt have fellowſhip with 
thoſe that have fellowſhip with God ; 
which cannot +be underſtood but of 
ſtated Church fellowſhip. And I pray 
what follows ? Ver. 6. If we ſay we 
have fellowſhip with him, and walk in 
aarkneſs, we lye, and do not the trath. 
And doth not he that walks out of 


hureti 


Church fellowſhip walk in darkneſs ? 
Doth not ſuch an one by his walk gwe 
his Profeffion the lye, by his Practice zz 
not doing the Truth? You lay you: be- 
leve in God, you have received Jeſus: 
Chriſt ; ſhew thy Paith by do:ng the. 
Truth : So ſaith St. Fames, chap. 2. 17, 
18.. Is not. this truth, that 11s every 
Believer's Duty -to joyn himſelf to a 
viſible Church ? And if ſo, then hethat: 
lays he believes; and continues a non+- 
member, gives himſclf the lye, becauſe: 
he doth not the Truth. :;Thoſe con- 
verted to_the Faith of Chriſt by Peter's - 
Sermon, A&s.2. they were immediate» 
ly added to the Church. And what 1s. 
that wer. 49. but a clear proof of this. 
Light of Truth, The Lord adaed to the © 
Church daily ſuch as ſhould be ſaved. 
Did not the Eord call ther: co Chnrch- ' 
Memberſhip in their Efte&tual Vocati- - 
on ? Hence their joyning tothe Church - 
is called adding to the Lord, Acts 5. 14. 
and 71. 24. Fhis might be much 1ns - 
larged uppn ; and there is great need - 
of. it this. day, Profeflors looking upon : 
Church-memberſhip as ſo indifterent a ; 
thing. IT might add with many other - 

| D things, 


things, That Chriſt leading Captivity. 


captive, in converting your rebellious 
Hearts, is for this end, that he may 
have Church-fellowſhip with them : 
So faith the Plalmift, —rhat he may 
awell among them. 

2. Walk very profitably in Church- 


_ fellowſhip ; receive and profit your 


ſelves, and profit one another. God 
teacheth to profit in Churches ; they 
are his Academies : The Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt is conſtituted our great Tutor 


in'Churches ; he is the great Apoſtle of 


our Profeſſion. W hat doth that mean 
Is it not that Chriſt teacheth his Houſe ? 
And for this end among others, he fills his 
Houſe with his' Spirit , #he Spirit of 
Tyuth to lead into all Trath, Truth after 
Truth ; you are not capable of receiv- 
ing all at once : But he teacheth no- 
thing but Truth; and if you learn any 
ſaving Truth aright, it's the Spirit that 
teacheth it 3 you ought to be growing 
and thriving Believers in God's Gar- 
den ; 30s are God's Hwusbaudry ; Herein 
Chriſt tells us his Father is glorified in 
your bringing forth much Fruit, John 
15,. He ſpeaks of a Church'there very 
"tf plainly. 
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plainly. Then do you fd profit each 
one, as that each Member be profit- 
able in his place. The Apoſtle ſhews 
the reaſon of Chriſt's filling the Chureck 
with diverfity of Gifts and Graces, 
x Cor. 12. and in different meafutes to: 
ſeveral parts; it's that there ihould be 
a common contribution to the good of 
the whole, from each part, according 
to its meaſure, and that there ſhobld 
be no Schiſm in the Body ; there is 
ſomething that every Member is to do 


for the good of the whole, bur thicy 
- are not to rob one another neither of 


their peculiar Offices or Gifts, nor envy 
one another, but each wait upon Is 
own, Rom. 12. 
pretend to ſeeing, nor the Hand to 
hearing, &c. but each wait upon his 
own Office or Gift for the good of the 
whole, and honour of the Head. | 


That ſich profiting may be; rake 


two or three words of Advice. _ 

it. Make not fellowſhip in the Goſ- 
pel, a cloak for a Worldly Mind, or 
ſtep for to get into Worldly Intereſt or 


Advantazes ; there is nothing bafer 
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The Foot is not to 
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_ than this ; ris + ral a Man; much more 


below a Chriſtian, Such as are ſo full 
of the Spirit of the World can never 
think to. be filled with the Spirit of 
Chriſt. Some will ſay, or the Devil ſug- 
eſt, Church-memberſhip is in vogue ; 
- hath no eſteem that is not of a 
Church ; ſome one may ſay, I am poor, 
and the Church will maintain me ; ano- 
ther, I hope to get a good Trade by it ; 
ſuch and ſuch will bz my Cuſtomers : 
This is no other than to play Balamites 
in Religion, .and ſeek for the wages of 
Varightrgn :ſneſs, 2 Pet, 2. 15. 

Make it, your great buſineſs to: 
Bk upon the. means of Grace that 
God hath choſen for you, and you have 
choſen with-ſerious and due delibera- 
tion, and covenanted to ſet under : Say 
this is the Houſe of God, wherein I 
am one Stone of the Building : Here I 
am knit to Chriſt the Head in Joints 
and Bands, as alſo to my fellow-mem- 
bers : This is my Houſe wherein I 
muſt walk with God ; as I have re-_ 
ceived Chriſt for my Political Head here, - 
ſo I muſt walk in him here. It isa 
wondrous Church-ruining corruption 
now a-days, that Church Members are 
{uch 


53 
ſuch ftragglers, and runagates, not mind- 
ful of their Duty to God, Relation to 
their Brethren, or the ſolemn Covenant 
they have made. Surely. it an ordinary 
Houſe-keeper ſhould run about from 
Houſe to Houſe, and neglect his own 
Family, all would fay he was an ll 
Husband, and that he and his Family 
would ere long come to ruine. "This 
Trade eats out the Life of Religion, 
let Men pretend to what*they will for 
it, Tranſplant an Herb or Tree every 
day or week, though you remove 'him 
into never ſo good Ground, it will 
come to nothing : And that is-one rea- 
ſon' that ſo many of our” Church Mem- 
bers wither away ; they walk not in 
the Communtios of the Holy Ghoſt, and 
Chriſt refufeth 'to meet them and bleſs 
them at home or abroad, and it-may 


be leaves them at laſt to a ſpirit of gid- 


dineſs in Judgment ; hat iz ſeeing they 


ſee not, and in hearing they hear and 


not underſtand, &C. 

3. Indeavour to keep up the exerciſe 
of perſonal Graces iuitable to Church 
Memberſhip. ' 'The Apoſtle in this 
Chap. ver. 2, inſtanceth in divers, 


| Lowlineſs, Meekneſs, Lone-ſuffering, &C. 
D 
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See alſo Phil. 2. 1, 2, 3, 4- I cannot 
here inlarge ; only I ſay, Do not think 
'QU are come into a Church of glori- 

ied Saints, but that you are joined in 
fellowſhip with Men of much Infirmi- 
ty.and Weakneſs, as well. as your ſelf, 
labouring under and incountering with 
many Sins and Corruptions ; and do 
not pleaſe your ſelf, that none of thofe 
Corruptions which are in individual 
Members, may not ſometime or other 
be very troubleſome to the whole : And 
therefore there is great need of the ful- 
neſs of the Grace of Chrift upon this 
account, =_-. 
4, Keep up. the Spirit of Commu- 

nion. If a Church be the habitation 
of God by the Spirit, it's by his Spirits 
being a Spirit.of Communion. Church 
Communion is the Communion of the 
Holy Ghoſt ; it's a Spirit of Love , 
Peace, Conſtancy, Unanimity, as we 
find there was A&#s 2. 46. and Ads g. 
31. Keep up a Publick Spirit ; not 
only, ſeek the good of thy ſelf, .but of 
others ; ſeek the Peace of TJeraſalem. 
This is a Spirit like Chriſt's, who did ſo 
much, and all (TI may ſay) as Mediator, 
for his Body the Church. This was 
| the 


the Spirit of the faithful of old. How 
were Moſes, Samuel, David, Daniel, 
yea all the Prophets and Apoſtles, con- 
cerned for the Church, as their Prayers, 
Thankſgivings, Labours, Counſels, and 
their conticual Actings, ſhew. 


There is but a word remains to thoſe 
which are called into Office: ' 


As to the Paſtor, he is to be faithful 
to the Charge and Work which God 


hath committed to him-:- He hath a 


charge of Souls, for which he muſt 
give an Account : He is. overſeer of a 
Flock, which he is to watch over and 
feed, AFs 20. 28, The Word of God 
is that they are to be fed with. It's a 
belying of Chriſt to preach that for 
his Doarine which is not fo. Chriſt”s 
DoQrine muſt be preached purely , 
without mixture of any thing elſe with 
it : 2 Cory. 2. 17, The Apoſtle faith, 
Not as many, who corrupt the Word of 
God : But it's ill rendred in the Text, 
t's better in the Margent, Dealing deceit- 
fully with the Word of God, wmadorre, 
The Word: of God cannot be corrupted, 
x Pet. 1. 25. but it may be blended 
and mix't ; as deceitful YViztzers uſe 
D 4 = 


—— — _wHw— OO Wn = SLES ores Dr Wren endo or tonnes Len en a 


"xo do their —_ Wine ; And this de- 
Yew handling or mixing the Word 
of, God may be, 1. By mingling falſe 
Dodrine with it, w "hicts is not accord- 
30g to the Analogy of Faith ; or wreft- 
10g it from its true ſenſe and meaning, 
which it never intended. This I take 
ko be the ſtealing the Word, 2. e- from 
its true ſenſe and meaning, which the 
Prophet ſpeaks of, Jer. 23. 30. when 
Men will make the Word of God to 
ſerve their ownturn; when it may be 
it's on his Neighbour's fide which he 
preacherh, againſt. -If Men yſe the 
Word off God fo, it will burn or bruiſe 
their Fingers : For is it not a Fire, is 
#*,720t a FHlammer + e faith the Prophet: in 
that place;.. 2. It's tomingle the Word 
of God with. the froth of our own 
Brains - and Fancies, / to dreſs it up .in 
meer Pageantry, to make a ſhow of; it, 
ja untoward and ſtarch'd 'Geſtures. of 
Language; : whereby the itching Ears 
2nd Imaginations of rhe. carnal ſeekers "fl 
may be tickled ; which the Apoſtle 
propheligs of, and 15 Come to = in 
our days, 2 Tim. 4. 3. The Apoſtle 
cryes down this way of . Preaching, 
PEere. 2, I, In the excellency of Hy- | 
mane \ 


wed 
—w—  _ - Aa 
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mane- Speech or Wiſdom : - But 4 
Food goes. down alike with ſome ſor 
of perſons, proyided it be well diſf'd, 
and finely fet out. 3. There's the 
mingling the- Word of God with our 
own corrupt. Paſſions and. AﬀeCtions , 
in an irritating and provoking manner, 
it's injuring ot it as to'its-ſucceſs, The 

Apoſtle faith ic ought to be ſpoken in 

wholeſome, (the word is) Healing - or 


Healchful ->ar4 Well, the Apoſtle: 
2 Cor. 4. 2. tells us, We have renouns: 


ced, or abdicated, the. obſcure things. of. 
ſpame » mot walking in. craftineſs , nor 
handling the word of God deceitfully, but 


by manifeſtation of the trath, comments: 


ing our ſelves to every ones Gonſcience in 


the fight of : God:: Not to palliate Mens: 
Conſciences in pleaſing them accords 
ing to their Lufts, but to, comment. 
our -ſelves as to qur Faithfainef ; for. 
it's as in the ſight of God. Hence” a, 
Paſtor ſhould have an obſerving Eye 


upon his People that he preacherh: to, 
to proportion his Doctrine according 
to the ſtate of his Flock, ro deal with 
them accordingly ; though this way 
of plain and down-right dealing with 
Mens Conſciences, as the caſe requires 


i 
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it, is ofren very ill reſented ; and every 
Perſon whoſe Conſcience is ſore will 
be angry, agd {ay, he means me, and 
he rails, and I will:hear him no more, 
&c: Sometimes there is need of rebu- 
king ſharply, to ſtrike with the edge 
of the Sword of the Spirit, and not 
to give a flat, and leave Conſcience to 
eſcape. It's net always the- worſt ſign 
of the effe&t of the Word, when Men 
complain of the blow ; there's more 
hopes of a good effett upon a com- 
plaining Conſcience than of a feared. 
Fhere 15 great need of much skilfulneſs 
in the Word, rightly to divide it, and 
to give each one his portion, and in 
ſeaſon. But: who is ſufficient for theſe 
things ? The ſufficiency is of God. 
There is great need of the fulneſs of 
Chriſt here, and ſurely of the great 
ConduCt of the Spirit. It's good that 
2 Miniſter be very humble, and think 
that he hath been too foolfſh, one way 
or other, in handling the Word of 
God : But yet take comfort in this, 
that God who 1s wiſer -than Man, is 
pleaſed by the fooliſhneſs of Preaching to 


| fave them that believe; with ſuch Preach- 


ing as. isnot only fooliſh in the Judgment 
aa" 


\.A 


> A 


of the wiſe Men of the World, but 
ſuch as is accompanied with manifeſt 
Miſtakes and Infirmities in. the Prea- 
cher ; that the Veſſel may evidently 
appear to be but.of Earth to himſelf.and 
others, and God may have the honour 
of the excellency -of the Power, and 
not we ; 2 Cor. 4. 7. | | 

| There is a Watch committed unto 
the Church, a Watch belonging to the . 
whole Church. it concerns every one 
to watch, leaſt the Thief break into 
the Houſe. What Chritt: ſays unto 
one, he faith unto all, watch: Yea, 
and that leaſt* any miſchievous Root 
{pring up within, every oneſhould look - 
to:himfſelf, and look about: him upon 
this account, Heb. 12. 1 $ But the ſpe- 
cial -Watch: by way of Office, - Rule 
and Government , belongs to. the El- 
ders, who ſhould watch and-rule: well 
and diligently ; they ſhould ſhewthem- 
ſelves good Men, and good: Rulers. 
Here is a great deal of the condutt and 
fulneſs of the Spirit for the manage- 
ment of this Relation ; for many times 
there are very unruly Members to deal 
with, that will not obey them that 


have the Rule over them ;, but if they 


cannot 
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cannot rule the Elders; will take the * 
ſtout, leap over the Hedge, and be 
gone. Will any ſo readily leave their 
own dwelling Houſes, and be gone, 
when any thing diſguſts them ? Is the 
Church, in a ſpiritual ſenſe, any leſs 
your Houſe than your natural dwelling 
Houſe ? But ſuch Practices belong to 
ungovernable Servants, not to Chil. 
dren - | For Chriſt ſaith, The Servant 
abides not. in the houſe for ever ; and 
they go out from the Church, becauſe 
they were never truly of it. The ſpe- 
cial. Care and Charge 'of Elders, in a 
way of Rule, is the. :dfle management 
_ of the Keys for the Chnrch, and to go 
before the Church therein, by a Spirit 
of Wiſdom. .Let not Elders think that 
they have the Spirits of juſt Men made 
perfect: to. deal with, and rule ; but 
fuch as by 'reaſon of Sin and Infirmity, 
have need of -Rule : Neither let them 
think that they ſhall only meet with 
Sins of * meer Infirmity , which will 
be paſſed over with much' eaſe. by a 
Chriſtian Spirit, but that ſometimes in 
| the moſt flouriſhing 'and beſt ordered 
Churches, there will break forth. (the 
_ great and ſubtle Adverſary being re 

eſs 


leſs in his Eamity to-the pureſt Churches: 
of Chriſt , and in: the moſt Angellick: 
Dreſs oft-times) great Scandals, or caſes 
of greateſt difficulty, ſo threatning to 
the Honour of Chriſt, and to the ſtate 
and ſtanding of the Church, as will 
make them ſweat., and: their' Hearts: 
and Heads to 'ach, wherein they will 
need the mighty filling of Jeſus Chriſt 
by the Spirit of Wiſdom and: Under- 
ſtanding, Courage and Selt-denyal. _ 
And let not thoſe that are ruled, 
think that the Rulers are glorified Saints: 
or Angels, without their attending Cor- 
ruptions and Infirmities ; they are Men' 
of like Paflions:with your ſelves, and 
Chriſt hath in his Wiſdonr plac'd them 
over you, as beſt for you in this ſtate : 
But have a care. of two things which 


pride of Heart- and the love of felf- 


juſtification, - and the ignorance or for- 
getfulneſs of our Relative Duties and the- 
Fifth Commandment, is apt to lead you 
into. 1. Touſtifie:your ſelf againſt theRe- 
bukes of the Churchby the Elders, from 
ſomething of fault that you will find in 
others of the like nature : And 2. When 
they go, according to their place, tocon- 
vince and-admonifh you of an evil, you, 
mM 
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their faults in dealing with 
ou. 'Such carriages” are very unſcem- 
y in'a-Church,' and very diſhonourable 
to Chrift®s Government, Know that 


thoſe who make it fd mach their buſi- - 


_- neſsto throw Dirt upon-the Elders, they: 
throw- it ot - the great Shepherd ; and 
likewiſe - foul their own Houle as faſt as 
theElders (whoſe buſineſs it is)can make 
it clean ; and know the whole Church 
ſuffers; ' for the Elders are Elders to the 
whole Church, and Churches ought co 
be more concerned for their Honour (un<- 
lels rhey prove themſelves to be of Dis- 
zrophes Spirit) than they themſelves be. 
Laſtly, As to the: Brethren which 
you have now choſen into the Office of 
Deacons: (they are no Ruling Officers, 
as ſome have of late miſtaken) they 
are only to wait on the Fables of this 
Spiritusl Houſe, to take care of the 
Externals, the neceſfary Charges that 
Chriſt hath appointed his Churches eo 
be at, for Support of Ordinances," Re- 
lief of the Poor, Corttributions'to other 
Churches Neceſſities, and fuch like. 
T 'hope you' have proved 'them', | and” 
find thern faithful. 2. They are-the 
| _ Churches 


i 
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1 Churches Stewards: as to'its Treaſure, - 


to be expended for its ufe as occaſion - 
requires, . and to give Account thereof 
to the Church. 2. There is another 
Duty too, which I concieve: Deacons 
now a-days' are too deficient in, and 
that is this; As it is their Bufinels'to 
 inſpe& the Neceffities of the Church, 
and give Account thereof to it, ſo it's 
their Duty to ſpeak plainly. and boldly 
on the behalf of Chriſt and his Church, 
to ſuch as they find too narrow ſpirited = 
| and ſtrait handed towards the Church, 
not contributing proportionably to their: 
Ability ; whereby others are unjuſtly 
burdened, and they caſed. - I ſuppoſe 
this is that boldneſs in the Faith which 
the _— ſpeaks of, 1 Tim. 3. 13. 
They that miniſter in the Office of a Dea-- 
com well, they get to themſelves a good 
 deoree or advance, and much boldneſs in 
the Faith that i in Chriſt : 1. e.” Thoſe 
who are faithful and diligent in - the 
truſt- committed ro them, being truly: 
ambitious to promote the: well-being of 
the Church, they gain boldneſs and. 
coutage in tho execution 'of - their Of-; 
fice'z and believing that the well-bciaf 
of the Church, as to External, 'is' _ | 
”" mind. 


mind of. Chrift , 


rit, great 'bolaneſs in the Faith, and are 
not aſhamed: to. tell the” greateſt: and 
richeſt in: the Church' of. their Duties , 
and to ſpeak. boldly' to them: :- For-1n- 
deed; to the ſhame of many Rich and 
Great Men 'profeſſing Godlinels, -may. 
1t be ſpoken, inſtead of being promoters: 
of the Intereſt of Chriſt in Churches, 
by their backwardnefs and ftingineſs 


they are exemplary hinderers thereof. 
Theſe had need ro have ſome, that have: 
more than ordinary boldneſs 1n theFaith,- 


to tell them plainly how 'much they 


difhonour that Name they. profeſs... 
. 1 ſpall contlade where I began; T beſeech: 
J0u Elders and Brethren, and every Charch: 
Member, that being thus highly related to 


Chriſt, and one another, as hath been ſaid, 


that you walk an{werably* to the Vacation . 
wherewith you axe called, 8c. that your Con. 
wverſation be as becomes the Goſpel ;. that- 


Jou ſtand faft :n one Spirit and one Mind, 
ſtriving together for the Faith of the Goſ- 


pel; and that your order and ſteaf: ſtneſs. 


of Faith in Chriſt, may be @ rejoycing 40. . 
.ches now and yours. 


other Saints and C 
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| they: take to' them? 
_ - ſelves, through the Supply - of the Spi- 


